UNCLASSIFIED 
AD  NUMBER 


AD391833 

CLASSIFICATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

FROM: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

LIMITATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

Approved  for  public  release;  distribution  is 
unlimited. 


FROM: 

Distribution  authorized  to  U.S.  Gov't,  agencies 
and  their  contractors ; 

Administrative/Operational  Use;  11  MAY  1968. 
Other  requests  shall  be  referred  to  Office  of 
the  Adjutant  General  (Army) ,  Washington,  DC 
20310. 


_ AUTHORITY _ 

AGO  ltr  29  Apr  1980  ;  AGO  ltr  29  Apr  1980 


THIS  PAGE  IS  UNCLASSIFIED 


THIS  REPORT  HAS  BEEN  DELIMITED 
AND  CLEARED  FOR  PUBLIC  RELEASE 
UNDER  DOD  DIRECTIVE  5200,20  AND 
NO  RESTRICTIONS  ARL  IMPOSED  UPON 
ITS  USE  AND  DISCLOSURE, 

DISTRIBUTION  STATEMENT  A 

APPROVED  FOR  PUBLIC  RELEASE; 
DISTRIBUTION  UNLIMITED, 


SECURITY _ 

MARKING 

The  classified  or  limited  states  of  this  report  applies 
to  each  pace,  unless  otherwise  marked. 

Separate  pace  printouts  MUST  be  marked  accordingly. 


THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.  S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 


DISCLAIMER 


THIS  DOCUMENT  IS  BEST 
QUALITY  AVAILABLE.  THE  COPY 
FURNISHED  TO  DTIC  CONTAINED 
A  SIGNIFICANT  NUMBER  OF 
PAGES  WHICH  DO  NOT 
REPRODUCE  LEGIBLY. 


AD3918 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFPICK  Or  THC  ADJUTANT  OCNKRAL 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  tOJIO 


I  MKV  REF(H  TO 


AGAM-P  (M)  (18  Jul  68)  FOR  OT  RD  682184 


31  July  1968 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Leaeone  Learned*  Keadquartera,  13th 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion,  Period  Ending  30  April  1968  (U) 


'This  dooussnt.  cotrlaim  Jaforwl'cn  nffoetlsg  the  Pationny 
SEE  DISTRIBUTION  Defense  of  the  Un'V-i  •  '  n*  ot  '-he 

Espionage  La*3,  Tit  '  -U1<1  7J4. 

1 1 3  transffiiasion  o;  tr.*  -  -1  i  rjtonto  in  anf 

naiiner  to  an  unauthorsiuci  ;  r  o;i  ia  prohibited  by  Lav.* 

1.  Subject  report  la  forwarded  for  review  end  evaluation  In  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-13.  Evaluation!  and  corrective  actlona  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  RD,  Operational  Raports  Branch,  within  90  daya 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  Insure  appro¬ 
priate  beneflte  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current 
operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 


1  Incl 


6. 

KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 
Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 


DISTRIBUTION: 

Commanding  Generals 

US  Continental  Army  Command 
US  Army  Combat  Developments  Command 

Commandants 
US  Army  War  College 

US  Army  Command  and  General  Staff  Collage 

US  Army  Adjutant  General  School 

US  Army  Air  Defense  School 

US  Array  Armor  School 

US  Army  Artillery  and  Missile  School 

US  Army  Aviation  School 

US  Army  Chemical  School 

US  Army  Civil  Affairs  School 

US  Army  Engineer  School 

US  Army  Infantry  School 

US  Army  Intelligence  School  QenraAati 


D  D 


w 

\VJ  Al 


AUG  19  1968 
SGsUdLI  U  Ui_i j 


Regraded  unclassified  when  separated 
from  classified  inclosure. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


nsMi®  a n  at  su  mui 

Headquarters,  X3th  Combat  Aviation  (Guardian)  Latta '.ion 
Ai’Q  San  Franoiaoo  96215 

AVDN-Q  14  Hay  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  13th  Combat  Aviation  (Guardian)  Battalion 
for  Pti'iod  Ending  30  April  1966*  RC3  CSFQrt-65(Rl) 


S&l  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  (C)  Section  1,  Oparationai  Significant  Activities 

a.  Unit  Mission.  Thor*  was  nc  ohanga  to  the  unit  mission  during  this 
period*  The  assignment  of  the  271st  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  (ASHC) 
doubled  the  daily  cargo  helioopter  support  to  XV  Corps  from  the  ono  platoon 
of  CH-47's  provided  by  tho  14?th  ASHC  to  the  two  platoons  of  CH-47's  from 
tho  271st  ASHC*  The  platoon  from  the  147th  aSHC  returned  to  its  homo  base  in 
Vung  Tau  on  10  1-arch  1968* 


b.  Organisation.  During  this  reporting  period  tho  27 1st  Assault  Support 
Helioopter  Company  (CH-47)  was  assigned  to  this  headquarters  on  21  .robru.~ry 
69  by  VJCO  and  subsequently  by  *10  6  Hq  164th  viation  *oup  dated  9  Hnrch. 

\t  the  close  of  the  reporting  period  the  organization  was  as  follows: 

(1)  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Determent. 

(2)  The  114  th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-l)  with  tho  544th  Trans¬ 
portation  Detachment  (KD)  and  tho  96th  Signal  Detachmont  (RL)  attached. 

(3)  The  12 -st  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-l)  with  the  90th  Trans¬ 
portation  Detaohraent  (KD)  and  the  257th  Signal  Detachment  (RL)  attached. 


(4)  The  175th  Assault  He’-icopter  Company  (UH-l)  with  tho  150th  Trans¬ 
portation  Detachment  (KD)  and  the  29th  Signal  Detachment  (RL)  attachod. 

(5)  Tho  271st  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  (CH-47)  with  the 
36  st  Transportation  Detachment  (KD)  attached. 


(6)  The  336th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-l)  with  tho  167th  Trans¬ 
portation  Detachment  (KD)  and  the  277th  Signal  Detachment  (RL)  attached. 

c.  Changes  in  Command  and  Staff. 


(l)  LTC  Willi -m  W,  Cole,  073304,  was  assigned  as  Executive  Officer  on 
15  ■  -arch  68.  There  was  no  executive  offioer  assigned  at  the  time  LTC  Colo 
assumed  tho  position. 
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AVBN-G  14  Nay  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operations  leport  of  13th  Combat  Aviation  (Guardian)  Datta'ion 
for  Period  Jading  30  April  1969,  ACS  CSF0R-65(IU) 

(2)  LTC  William  V.T.  Colo,  07330'+,  was  reassigned  by  Hq,  l64th  aviation 
Group  as  Commanding  Officer,  345th  Airfield  Support  Detachment  on  2?  harch. 

LTC  Horace  a.  Eond,  01806977,  was  aeaigned  as  Executive  Officer  on  22  April 
1969. 

(3)  Lajor  Steven  L.  Rodgers,  04074632,  waa  assigned  as  3-3  on  1  i-pril  68. 
Major  Roger  K.  ?aquette,  087305,  was  reassigned  as  assistant  3-3. 

(4)  LTC  William  W.  Cole  assumed  the  position  of  acting  Commander  of  the 
13th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  on  26  April  vhon  LTC  James  L.  Tow  was  wounded 
as  a  result  of  enemy  aotion.  LTC  Tow  returned  to  duty  on  4  May. 

d.  Unit  strength  as  of  30  April  1968; 

(l)  Military 
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NOTE:  Contractor  personnel  are  available  through  Direct  Support  Maintenance 
Unit  on  on  as  needed  basis. 
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A\/TSN-G  14  May  I960 

SUBJECT:  Oporationa1  Report  of  13th  Combat  Aviation  (Guardian)  Battalion 
for  Period  Jnding  30  April  1968,  RCS  C3FQw65Ul) 

(3)  The  battalion  continual  to  exporience  a  shortage  in  tho  following 
critical  MQS's 

(a)  76W20  -  Acft  Fuel  Hand  Sp, 

(b)  11B2F  -  iiachine  Gunner 

(c)  35*20  -  Av  Comm  Eq  Rpuin 

(d)  ifm  -  Platoon  Sergeants 

e.  Aircraft  Status  as  of  30  April  1968.  Sea  Inel  2 

f.  Operations1  Aesu  ts  as  of  30  April  1968,  See  Incl  3 

g.  Operations,  General,  (l)  During  this  reporting  period  the  13th 
Combat  aviation  (Guardian)  3attalion  continued  to  provide  the  7th,  7th  and 
21st  ARVN  Infantry  Divisions  and  the  44th  Special  ione  with  aviation  support. 
Direct  support  was  a  so  p  ovided  to  Military  Advisory  Group  IV  Corps,  Special 
Forces,  and  CORDS,  These  missions  include  command  liaison,  outpost  resupply, 
medica '  evacuation,  ae .la1  escort,  combat  troop  transport,  reconnaissance  .-nd 
surveillance  and  direct  fire  support  by  armed  helicopter.  Tho  13th  Combat 
Aviation  Bntta'ion  f  aw  a  tota  of  36 , 704  hours  during  tho  months  of  February, 
-arch  and  -pril.  Approximate ’ y  5 0  Project  Fix  personal  assignod  TDI  for  90 
days  contributed  immeasurably  to  tho  13th  Combat  Aviation  battalion's  overall 
mission  and  very  high  flying  hour  tota'.  Replacements  for  the  Project  Fix  per¬ 
sonal  havo  arrived.  Genera  ly  the  .03  structure  has  boon  filled,  however, 
there  is  a  shortage  of  iJC0»  s.  A  sustantial  increase  in  cargo  transport  was 

ealized  with  tho  271st  '■SIIC  providing  six  <31-47  helicopters  daily  in  support 
of  the  IV  Corps  area.  In  addition,  a  U6A  was  assignod  to  tho  HHD,  providing 
command  and  liaison  and  ca.  go  transport  support  to  tho  Battalion,  On  or 
about  5  M  rch  a  portion  of  the  staff  of  the  13th  Crribat  -viation  Battalion 
split  from  tho  previously  consolidated  staff  of  tho  l64th  Aviation  Group  and 
this  Headquarters,  The  CO,  X0,  S-l  and  S-3  located  their  headquarters  within 
tho  same  administration  building  as  the  l64th  Aviation  Group,  The  S-4  and 
maintenance  remained  consolidated  duo  to  shortage  of  personnol  and/or  faci¬ 
lities.  The  logistics,  safety  and  maintenance  portion  'of  the  lessons,  learned 
will  appear  as  a  consolidated  report  in  tho  l64th  aviation  Group  GILL. 

(2)  AGI,  On  29  Fobruary  tho  Battalion  received  their  AGI  from  USARV 
with  satisfactory  rosults,  Tho  Battalion  was  commondod  for  historical  re¬ 
cords,  aviation  operations,  and  preparation  of  flight  records, 

(3)  Stand-Down  Day.  Starting  24  April  68  a  maintenance  stand -down  day 
policy  was  initiated.  Under  tho  policy  each  helicopter  company  is  stood 
down  one  day  per  weak  for  maintenance.  On  a  stand-down  day,  tho  unit  is 
not  levied  for  any  aviation  assets  except  for  tactica’  emorgoncios.  The 
ontire  day  is  devoted  to  maintenance  of  aircraft.  It  is  anticipated  that 
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the  maintenance  stand-down  day  policy  will  eventually  result  in  a  greater 
availability  and  mission  reliability  with  no  overall  loss  in  aviation  support 
rendered  to  users. 

(4)  CS  Gas  Mission.  The  7th  and  9th  ARVN  Inf  Div  have  been  enploying 

CS  gas  to  deny  or  restrict  designated  areas  from  the  Viet  Cong.  The  CS  in  a 
fine  powdery  crystal  form  is  dispersed  over  the  designated  area  by  detonating 
a  55  gallon  drum  containing  the  CS.  These  55  gallon  drums  of  CS  are  dropped 
from  CH-47  Chinook  helicopters.  The  mission,  while  not  new  to  Vietnam,  is  a 
new  tactic  within  the  IV  CTZ.  Reports  from  the  Division  Chemical  Advisors  on 
the  missions  flown  to  date  indicate  the  missions  have  been  highly  successful 
relative  to  effective  area  coverage  and  accuracy  of  drop.  Host  the  CS  gas 

missions  flown  have  been  with  visual  reference  to  the  target  area.  However, 
two  recent  missions  were  flown  under  IMC  conditions  without  reference  to  the 
target  area.  Transponder  equipment  on  board  the  aircraft  and  sophisticated 
radar  at  fixed  ground  locations  integrated  with  a  conputer  system  provided 
sufficient  data  to  the  crew  members  of  the  aircraft  to  permit  accurate  de¬ 
livery  of  the  CS  drums  on  the  target  area.  The  system  utilized  is  comparahle 
to  the  SKY  SPOT  method  of  bomb  delivery.  The  accuracy  of  both  delivery  means 
can  be  attributed  to  techniques  devised  and  employed  by  the  271st  ASHC  and 
the  adaptatxon  of  an  existing  weapons  delivery  technique  and  equipment. 

The  oneuy  ground  forces  have  had  little  effect  on  the  conduct  of  the  mission. 

Gunship  escort  contributed  greatly  in  deterring  hostile  fire. 

(5)  Airmobile  Operations.  A  notable  difference  in  the  conduct  of 
airmobile  operation* during  this  period  was  the  participation  of  VNAF  CH-34 
aircraft,  commencing  8  April  68,  two  VNAF  Squadrons  provided  up  to  ten 
CH-3A  aircraft  to  participate  in  troop  lifts,  troop  extractions  and  resupply 
on  a  daily  basis.  Overall  this  support  has  been  satisfactory  with  continuing 
improvement  occurring  in  formation  flying,  LZ  landing  and  departure  techni¬ 
ques,  following  instructions,  and  understanding  of  the  English  language  and 
concept  of  the  airmobile  operation.  While  during  this  period  102  airmobile 
operations  were  supported,  the  more  significant  operations  during  this  per¬ 
iod  were  conducted  on  26  February,  7-10  March  and  26-28  March. 

(a)  On  26  February  in  the  Vinh  Long  Province,  Chau  Thanh  District  the 
9th  ARVN  Infantry  Division  conducted  an  airmobile  search  and  destroy  mission. 
Intelligence  indicated  elements  of  the  306th  and  307th  Battalions  had  been 
operating  in  the  area  for  three  weeks.  Aviation  elements  of  the  13th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  provided  8  armed  transports,  1  platoon  of  guns  (5  aircraft) 
and  a  C  and  C  aircraft.  The  Air  Mission  Commander  approved  of  the  selection 
of  the  LZ  but  emphasized  that  the  area  would  not  be  suitable  for  extraction. 

The  Task  Force  Commander  assured  the  Air  Mission  Commander  that  no  extraction 
was  planned  and  the  troops  would  be  walking  out.  Immediately  after  the  360 
troops  of  the  1/15  Battalion  were  deployed  heavy  fire  was  received  and  the 
friendly  forces  were  pinned  down.  The  1/15  Battalion  remained  under  VC  pres¬ 
sure  for  nine  hours.  At  approximately  1730  hours  the  Task  Force  Commander 
elected  to  extract  the  troops.  The  Air  Mission  Commander  advised  against  an 
extraction  from  the  current  friendly  location  due  to  heavy  concentration  of 
eneuy  fire  including  mortar  fire.  The  Task  Force  Commander  elected  to  extract 
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the  troops*  As  the  transports  landed  at  the  PZ.  a  heavy  mortar  barrage  com¬ 
menced  ^hitting  and  turning  over  one  aircraft.  Its  crew  was  picked  up  without 
injuxy  by  another  transport*  Armed  helicopters  covering  the  pick  up  zone 
were  receiving  heavy  fire.  It  became  apparent  to  the  Air  Mission  Conrander 
that  if  the  damaged  aircraft  was  not  destroyed  the  VC  would  capture  the  weapons, 
ammunition,  and  radios.  The  Battalion  Commander  was  appraised  o f th e 'situation, 
became  airborne  to  observe  the  situation,  and  gave  his  approval  to  destroy  the 
aircraft  in  place.  Results  of  the  operation  were  as  follows: 

63  VC  HA 

22  VC  Suspects 

1  Captured  VC 

22  Assorted  weapons 

3  B40  rounds 

Ii»  B50  rounds 

(b)  From  7-10  March  in  the  Kien  Slang,  Chuong  Thien,  and  Bac  lieu 
Provinces  elements  of  the  21st  ARVN  Infantry  Division  conducted  airmobile 
search  anddestrqy  missions.  Elements  of  the  13th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
provided  an  average  of  2  C&.C  aircraft,  1  platoon  of  guns  (5  aircraft),  and 
twelve  transports  daily.  On  5  March  intelligence  information  was  received 
indicating  a  large  cache  of  VC  supplies  in  the  vicinity  of  Rach  Gia.  On  the 
evening  of  6  March  an  initial  force  of  260  troops  were  quickly  airlifted  into 
the  immediate  area  of  the  cache.  Two  and  one-half  hours  later  at  2Q30  hours 
an  additional  200  troops  were  lifted  into  the  area  to  ensure  the  protection 
of  the  cache  until  the  next  day.  The  following  day  280  more  troops  were  lifted 
in  the  area.  The  search  and  destroy  mission  continued  with  an  additional  160 
troops  being  inserted  in  the  afternoon. 

On  9  March  the  operation  was  shifted  to  Vi  Thanh  (Chuong  Thien  Province). 
Moderate  contact  was  made  by  the  240  troops  lifted  into  the  area.  Airstrikes 
and  gunahips  continued  to  give  direct  fire  on  VC  position^  assisting  in  the 
fortified  positions  being  fully  overrun. 

On  10  March  only  light  contact  was  made  in  the  Bac  Lieu  operation  by  the  260 
troops  airlifted  in  an  LZ, thus  ending  the  four  day  operation.  The  results 
of  the  four  day  operation  were  as  follows: 
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(c)  From  26  —  28  ffcirch  in  the  Ba  Xuyen  Province  elements  of  21st  ARVN 
Infantry  Division  conducted  a  search  and  destroy  mission.  Intelligence  reports 
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indicated  approximately  600  VC  in  area  to  include  member  of  the  Soe  Trang 
Provincial  Mobile  Battalion.  Elements  of  the  13th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
provided  an  average  of  2  C&C  aircraft,  2  platoons  of  guns  (7  aircraft)  and  12 
transports  daily.  In  addition  8  VNAF  CH-34  helicopters  were  provided  on  the 
26th  and  3  on  the  2?th.  On  the  28th  5  CH-47B  Chinook  aircraft  were  employed 
to  extract  troops  from  the  operational  area. 

On  26  March  the  44th  Ranger  element  consisting  of  340  troops  was  lifted  into 
the  LZ.  Eight  VNAF  CH-34' s  assisted  in  the  insertion  of  the  troops.  A  VNAF 
pilot  on  one  .  CH-34  was  wounded.  The  co-pilot  not  fully  qualified  to  Hy 
the  aircraft  out  was  picked  up  with  remainder  of  the  crew  and  flown  to  Soc 
Trang.  An  experienced  crew  was  flown  in  within  the  hour  and  the  aircraft  was 
flown  from  the  17  to  a  secure  area  for  battale  damage  repair.  By  1115  hours, 
360  troops  of  the  33rd  Regiment  were  lifted  in.  The  ground  units  had  made 
significant  contact  and  remained  over  night  while  the  aviation  assets  were 
released  to  their  home  stations  at  1930  hours. 

The  following  day  only  a  GScC  ship  was  available  during  the  morning  hours. 

In  the  afternoon  heavy  contact  was  made  and  gunships  were  called  on  station. 
Five  VNAF  CH-34  helicopters  and  8  UH-lD  transports  lifted  in  an  additional 
36O  troops  followed  by  resupply  missions.  The  VNAF  CH-34  was  downed  by  VC 
fire.  The  crew  was  rescued  but  the  aircraft  could  not  be  recovered  because 
of  eneny  fire.  The  ARVN  elected  to  leave  the  aircraft  in  the  LZ  pending 
recovery  the  following  day,,  if  it  still  remained;  however,  the  aircraft  was 
destroyed  by  VC  during  the  night. 

On  28  March  extractions  began  at  1400  hours.  Unique  in  the  extraction  was 
the  decision  by  IV  Corps  to  utilize  CH-47  Chinook  aircraft  to  assist  in  the 
extraction  thereby  taking  the  maximum  number  of  troops  from  the  LZ  in  the 
minimum  time.  Gunships  escort  was  utilized  during  the  extraction  which  occurre. 
without  incident.  Results  of  the  operation  were  as  follows? 
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VC  KIA 

8 

Carbines 

2 

VC  Suspects 

4 

M-l's 

5 

Machine  guns 

1 

B40 

7 

Mausers 

5 

60mm  rounds 

4 

AK50's 

2 

57RR  rounds 

3 

K2's 

;-36o 

Grena des 

1 

K1 

11 

Boxes  ammo 

1 

AK47 

1 

BAR 

h.  Training.  Continuing  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  DA  and  USARV 
mandatory  training  subjects  consistent  with  operational  commitments.  To 
permit  maximum  attendance  by  aircraft  crew  members,  classes  are  normally 
scheduled  during  the  early  evening  hours. 

Full  advantage  has  been  taken  of  available  in-country  school  quotas.  During 
this  period  a  total  of  27  EM  attended  supply  and  maintenance  courses  at  Vung 
Tau.  An  officer  from  each  conpany  attended  the  US/'F  Jungle  Survival  School 
in  the  Phillipines. .  Unit  armorers  attended  a  one  day  course  on  organizational 
maintenance  procedures  for  the  M-16A1  rifle  at  Can  Tho, 

i.  Morale  and  Discipline 

(1)  The  number  of  approved  recommendations  for  awards  received  during 
this  period  are  shown  by  type  and  totals  awarded: 

C  O  M  F  I  0  £  N  T  /  A  L 
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SSM  3  Ui  1  DFC  39  BS”i”  13  AM"V"  25  ACMWVM  14  BS  9  AH  1362 
ACM  42  >H  56 

(2)  During  this  reporting  period  the  number  of  approved  disciplinary 
actions  taken  uner  UMCJ  were: 


Officer 

Warrant  Officer 

Enlisted  Men 

General 

0 

0 

0 

Special 

0 

0 

4 

Summary 

0 

0 

0 

Article  15’s 

0 

0 

40 

Total 

0 

5 

6 

(3)  The  following  number  of  personnel  v«re  reported  ns  casualties  during 
this  period. 

KIA  12  WlA  75 

(4)  The  number  of  personnel  that  took  RfcR  leave  to  the  Various  countries 
is  denoted  below: 

AUS  22  ENK  26  HAW  71  H.K.  18  MAN  4  K.L.  4  PEN  5  SING  6 
TAl  28  Tokyo  22  VUng  Tau  14  *Stdby  11  Total  231 

*Note:  eleven  addtional  persons  went  on  HfcR  on  a  stand-by  basis  to  several 
of  the  above  locations. 

J.  Maintenance.  (1)  During  the  months  of  March  and  April,  the  four  (4) 
Assault  Helicopter  Companies  in  the  13th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  received 
two  (2)  each  XM-156  Multi-Armament  Mounts  to  replace  their  M-3  Rocket 
launcher  Subsystem.  The  XM-156  mount  was  designed  to  employ  the  M-157  or 
M-159  reuseable  aluminum  tube  rocket  launchers. 

(2)  During  this  report  period,  civilian  contract  Aircraft  Maintenance 
sheet  metal  personnel  arrived  in  country  to  support  KD  and  KB  Detachments. 

The  Transportation  Detachments  within  the  Battalion  supporting  the  four  (4) 
Assault  Helicopter  Companies  and  the  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company 
were  assigned  two  (2)  additional  sheetmetal  men. 

k.  LogLstics.  (1)  The  aerial  resupply  problem  of  POL  to  the  prestock/ 
stagefields  in  the  Delta  has  for  the  most  part  been  eliminated.  This  was 
made  possible  by  a  system  of  priority  01  airlift  using  either  C-123  or  0-130 
blatterbird  aircraft.  The  resupply  system  is  based  on  reported  daily 
stockage  levels  and  replenished  against  the  deficits.  The  requests  are 
processed  through  1st  logistical  Command  channels  to  the  Airlift  Control 
Center  of  the  7th  Air  Force.  This  system  is  flexible  and  provides  for  timely 
support  to  those  locations  most  urgently  in  need  of  POL  products. 
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(2)  The  responsibility  for  storage  and  handling  of  POL  and  annunition 
located  at  the  prestock/stagefields  throughout  the  IV  CTZ  formerly  belonged 
to  the  13th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  at  Oan  Tho.  This  responsibility  wee 
transferred  to, the  307th  Comba^,  Aviatioh  Battalion  at  Soc  Trangi  Under  the 
13th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion,  eupervisioh  of  these  products  was  directed 
from  Can  Tho  to  the  16  etagfields  throughout  the  Delta;  this  proved  insuff¬ 
icient  and  difficult  at  best.  The  transfer  of  responsibility  provides  direct 
supervision  b^  the  0-1  aviators  supporting  the  sectors  and  who  are  already 
located  at  each  stagefleld.  The  maintenance  efforts  at  these  facilities  have 
proven  rruch  more  responsive, 

1.  Safety: 

(1)  The  number  of  reportable  aircraft  accidents  increased  slightly  during 
this  reporting  period  as  compared  to  the  previous  quarter.  No  new  trends 

have  been  identified  in  accident  cause  factors,  however,  worthy  of  note  is 
the  large  reduction  in  the  number  of  accidents  caused  by  a  loss  of  rotor  RPM 
on  landings  and  takeoffs.  A  two  hundred  and  fifty  pound  reduction  in  the  nor¬ 
mal  fbel  load  has  been  instrumental  in  reducing  the  possibility  of  overloading 
the  aircraft  while  maintaining  the  same  ACL,  The  Battalion  accident  rate  for 
this  period  was  44.3  with  a  Fiscal  Year  cumulative  accident  rote  of  39.2 
through  April  1968, 

(2)  During  April  there  was  a  sharp  decline  in  accidents  and  other 
reportable  mishaps  over  the  months  of  February  and  March.  Increased  command 
emphasis  on  accident  prevention,  a  slight  reduction  in  total  flying  hours, 
and  a  twenty  four  hour  stand  down  of  each  aircraft  and  crew  for  maintenance 
purposes  once  each  week  has  contributed  to  this  decline.  Additionally,  an 
assistance  visit  from  the  1st  Avn  Bde  Aviation  Safety  Officer  and  an  informa¬ 
tive  lecture  by  the  Deputy  Brigade  Conmander  assisted  in  emphasizing  the 
aircraft  accident  prevention  program. 

(3)  Inflight  failure  of  the  T-53  turbine  engine  continues  to  be  a 
problem  area.  The  current  rate  of  inflight  engine  failures  is  5.0  per  month. 

In  an  attempt  to  reduce  this  failure  rate  a  daily  inspection  of  the  barrier 
filter,  particle  separators,  and  the  engine  intake  is  being  conducted  by  the 
aircraft  flight  crew.  Emphasis  is  being  placed  on  the  elimination  of  FOD 
caused  failures.  An  engine  cleaning  process  has  been  initiated,  to  be 
conducted  in  conjunction  with  scheduled  maintenance,  viiich  should  improve 
engine  performance  as  well  as  extend  engine  life. 

(4)  Introduction  of  the  Nome*  flight  suit  in  this  command  occurred  in 
April.  Due  to  the  limited  amount  of  time  since  introduction  of  this  uniform, 
no  evaluation  can  be  given,  however,  it  was  readily  accepted  for  use  by  the 
flight  crews. 

(5)  Increased  exposure  to  flight  hazards,  created  by  a  runway  construction 
project,  at  one  base  airfield,  has  been  caused  by  a  lack  of  the  necessary 
material  with  which  to  complete  the  programed  work.  Shortage  of  asphalt  and 

a  non-skid  compound  for  application  on  the  M8a1  matting  runway  are  causing 
the  delay  and  the  flight  hazards. 
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a.  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Detachment  Quarterly  Sunronry. 

This  period  vdU  be  remembered  as  the  time  when  "Uncommon  Valor"  became  a 
common  thing  with  man  of  HHD  13th  CAB.  Cti  the  morning  of  2  February  1968, 

HHD  provided  twenty-six  of  the  volunteers  who  were  flown  to  the  aid  of  Vlnh 
long  Airfield  which  was  on  verge  of  being  overrrun.  These  soldier-clerks 
aided  in  stemming  the  tide  and  repulsing  the  Viet  Cong  onslaught.  Also, 
during  this  period  of  intense  eneny  activity,  three  other  men  of  this  commend 
made  a  valiant  stand  at  Can  Tho  airfield  repelling  a  VC  attack  with  a  40MM 
Honeywell  Grenade  Launcher  rapid-fire  mounted  on  a  jeep.  During  the  frequent 
mortar  attacks  many  of  these  men  distinguished  themselves  by  acts  of  heroism. 
Never  before  in  its  history  ha3  the  Headquarters  Detachment  been  required 
to  accomplish  what  they  did  in  this  period.  Working  all  day  at  their  assigned 
tasks,  the  men  built  their  fortifications  by  night,  constructing  four  fighting 
bunkers  anu  two  personnel  bunkers. 

This  was  also  a  time  of  change.  On  8  February  Captain  Joseph  La^arl  OF114440 
assumed  conmand  from  Captain  James  Bonduront  05406483*  Additionally,  13th 
Delta  Battalion  became  known  as  the  "Guardian",  passing  on  her  proud  prefix 
"Delta"  to  the  newly  activated  164th  Combat  Aviation  (Delta)  Group. 

2.  (U)  Section  2,  Lawsons  Learned  1  Commander* s  Observations,  Evaluations 

and  RecoMnandatlons/  . - 

a.  Personnel.  None 

b.  Operations 

(0  Aft  Cylic  Restriction 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  armor  plated  seat  in  the  UH-T  aircraft 
Wien  in  the  fUll  up  and  full  forward  position,  restricts  fUll  aft  movement 
of  the  cyttio  in  the  UH-1B  and  to  a  lesser  degree,  in  the  UH-1D. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  It  has  been  found  that  the  seat  in  the  full 
up  and  forward  position  in  the  "B"  model  restricts  the  application  of  aft 
cyclic  by  two  (2)  inches.  In  the  "D"  model  ,  the  cyclic  strikes  the  seat 
cushion  Wien  full  aft  cyclic  is  applied  under  the  same  circumstances.  There 
may  be  circumstances  Wiich  would  require  full  aft  cyclic,  hence  the  seat  in 
the  full  up  and  fill  forward  position  creates  a  potential  hazard. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  This  observation  be  given  the  widest 
possible  dissemination,  and  that  this  restriction  to  aft  cyclic  travel  be 
eliminated  through  a  decrease  in  allowable  seat  travel  upward  and  forward. 

(2)  Landing  to  Isolated  Helipads  Without  Air  to  Ground  Conmunications 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Gromd  elements  use  mines  extensively,  to 
include  near,  on  and  around  helipads. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Recently  a  single  ship  (helicopter)  was 
making  an  approach  to  and  isolated  helipad  with  no  air  to  ground  communi- 
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cation  with  the  grounc  element.  At  the  bottom  of  his  approach  just  prior  -to 
the  skids  touching  down  several  in rii vidua -is  on  the  ground  began  waving  the  pilot 
off.  S*.oke  was  thrown  in  another  area  near  the  helipoc  and  the  ship  came  in 
to  the  new  spot.  It  was  explained  by  the  grounc  element  that  they  had  rained 
the  pad  for  "Charlie"  since  the  VC  had  previously  attempted  to  do  the  sarae. 

This  was  done  with  the  hope  of  catching"Charl±e"  at  his  own  game  wnen  he  mode 
his  next  attempt. 

(c)  EE0OM®JD/.TIQN.  A  US  RV  Directive  be  publish  prohibiting  the  de¬ 
liberate  raining  of  helipads  as  a  neons  of  counter  offensive  tactics  against 
the  VC. 


( 3 )  Fuzing  System  for  CS  Gas  Barrels. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  lack  of  standardised  fusing  system  employed 
with  the  airborne  delivery  of  CS  Gas  by  CH-47  heliconters  has  precluded 
optimum  accuracy  ana  assurance  of  complete  target  coverage. 


(b)  EV'LU'ITON.  In  the  past,  insufficient  emphasis  has  been  placed 
upon  the  standardisation  of  fuzing  system  to  be  used  for  the  explosive 
dissemination  of  CS  Gas  from  the  53  gallon  containers.  As  a  result,  exit 
time  of  the  container  from  the  aircraft  varies  os  much  as  5 OJt.  In  order  to 
insure  complete  target  coverage,  a  computed  ground  speed  based  upon  container 
exit  rate  is  required.  Tue  Lack  of  a  standard  fuzing  system  within  IV  Corps 
precludes  the  standardization  of  aerial  delivery  methods  to  be  employed  by 
helicopter  crews. 


(c)  RECOIf IEWDATIOW .  That  a  standardized  fuzing  system  be  developed 
and  employed  by  all  units,  and  this  info  ruction  be  disseminated  to  supporting 
aviation  elements. 

AH-lG  Recover./  Procedures 

OBSERVATION.  Existing  rigging  procedures  used  with  the  AH-lG 
helicopter  recovered  by  CH-47  helicopters  resulted  in  an  airspeed  limitation 
which  precludes  the  recover,,  aircraft  from  operating  at  a  safe  single 
engine  airspeed. 


(b)  EVALUATION.  The  existing  procedures  used  for  the  recovery 
of  the  AH-lG  helicopter  from  field  sites  are  marginally  satisfactory  due 
to  the  fact  tiiat  at  airspeeds  above  30  knots  the  AH-lG  rotates  to  the 
left  presenting  its  fuselage  perpendicuiiir  to  the  relative  wind.  Tne 
resulting  drag  induces  severe  oscillations  into  the  recovery  aircraft. 

The  airspeed  limitation  there-Ly  presented  forces  the  recovery  aircraft 
to  operate  between  30  ant  40  knots  (below  safe  single  engine  airspeed)* 
Jfcould  an  engine  malfunction  occur  in  the  recovery  aircraft,  no  alterative 
exists  but  to  release  the  AH-lG. 


(c)  REOOUMKJD.'fflOri •  Maintenance  supoort  activities  conducting  rigging 
operations  r.t  field  sites  procure  drogue  parachutes  complete  with  360  degree 
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swivels  and  devise  a  method  for  attaching,  them  to  the  tailboom  of  the  AH-1G 
to  ensure  streamlining  of  the  aircraft  in  flight  with  resultant  hitler 
allowable  speeds  by  the  recovery  aircraft. 

(5)  Modifisation  to  0H»47B.VaatllAtion  Syfctom 

(a)  OBSERVhTIOU .  During  CH-47B  taiceoff,  landing,  and  hover  operations, 
a  large  amount  of  c’irt  and  dust  is  stirr<jd  up  by  rotorwash  and  is  being  pulled 
into  the  aircraft  ventilation  system  and  blown  into  the  cockpit. 

(b)  EVALUATION  .  By  removing  the  vent  pipe  which  has  been  substituted 
for  the  aircraft  heater  in  tropical  areas  and  allowing  air  to  be  dravn  dir¬ 
ectly  into  the  ventilation  qy  stem  from  the  heater  closet  this  problem  can  be 
eliminated.  Approximately  thirty  (30)  manhours  are  required  to  make  the  mod¬ 
ification.  All  necessary  adaptors  can  bn  fabricated  locally.  The  271st  A SHC 
submitted  an  EUR  on  this  modification. 

(c)  RECOM13ND..TTON .  That  future  CIt-47  aircraft  prepared,  for  ship¬ 
ment  to  RVN  be  modified  to  draw  air  into  the  ventilation  system  from  the 
hoater  closet  instead  of  the  outside. 

(6)  Avionics  Support 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Review  of  the  records  of  supply  actions  of  the  units 
of  this  Battalion  indicates  there  is  a  critical  shortage  of  avionics  spare 
parts,  float  equipment,  and  general  support  level  maintenance  for  the  new 
types  of  avionics  equipment  arriving  in  country.  Specifically,  several  such 
systems  are  the  aN/aSN  43*  AN/ARN  82,  AN/aRN  83,  AN/iiRC  134,  ARC  51*  ARC  54* 
and  APX  44.  Members  of  the  aGI  team  during  its  inspection  of  this  battalion 
on  26  February  1968  advised  that  parts  ant  floats  were  available  from  General 
Support  Level.  However,  there  are  currently  19  requisitions  outstanding  with 
only  6%  of  floats  authorised  being  on  hand. 

(b)  EV;JUJ.JITOA.  The  shortages  of  the  above  communications  and  navigation 
equipment  directly  effects  the  conduct  of  combat  operations  in  the  Delta.  On 
one  completely  dark  night  an  unreliable  Directional  G,ro,  an/aSN  43*  caused 

an  aviator  to  fly  over  the  South  China  Sea  rather  than  bock  to  his  home 
station. 

(c)  HEGOMMEUD  .TION •  Action  be  initiated  to  procure  the  float  equipment 
necessary  to  maintain  beck-up  capability  which  is  both  necessary  and  appropri¬ 
ate  in  view  of  tho  tactical  support  requirements  of  this  battalion. 

(7)  VNAF  CH-34  Support.  See  incl  4. 

e.  Training.  None 

d.  Intelligence.  None 
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N  logistics.  fts fueling  ^aih» 


(1)  OBSERVATION.  The  efficiency  of  refueling  helicopters  is  highly 
dependent  »pon  the  type  of  dispensing  systems  employed.  There  are  presently 
16  prestock/stagefields  in  the  IV  CT”  tint  employ  various  dispensing  units. 
These  include  M49  tank  trucks,  2^  ton  trucks  vdth  tank  and  pump  units  and  fil¬ 
ter  systems  from  50-350  GPM  capacitites.  There  are  approximately  11,000  feet 
of  hose  that  vary  in  size  from  1^  inches  to  4  inches  in  diameter  that  re- 

qu. re  constant  maintenance.  The  upkeep  of  these  varied  systems  is  imperative 
in  order  to  provide  facilities  in  support  of  airmobile  operations. 

(2)  EV'.LU/ TTON.  The  inadequate  supply  of  repair  parts  for  the  tank 
trucks  plus  the  limited  repair  facilities  at  these  stagefielcs,  has  reduced  re¬ 
fueling  capabilities.  Repair  teams  mst  be  dispatched  to  many  locations  in  or 
der  to  perform  2d  and  United  3rd  echelon  maintenance.  Tnis  is  necessary  be¬ 
cause  of  the  distance  and  accessibility  to  these  stagefields  from  direct  sup¬ 
port  maintenance  shops.  The  maintenance  of  the  various  pumps,  hose,  and  blat¬ 
ters  has  been  inaoequate  because  of  a  lack  of  repair  parts  and  repln cement  itoi 

(3)  RKC01VEi;D  TICKS.  A  standard  refueling  system  slioulc  be  developed 
to  provide  rapid  refueling  of  a  minimum  of  10  helicopters  at  one  time.  This 
system  must  be  simple  to  maintain  and  curable  in  a  hot  eomp  climate.  The  util 
ization  of  these  Sj  stems  would  greatly  reduce  the  necessity  for  the  many  tank 
now  required.  Also,  the  need  to  maintain  five  different  size  pumps  would  be 
reuuced  to  a  single  system. 

f.  Organization.  None 

g.  Other.  None 
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1.  13th  CaB  Operational  Statistics  l.TC,  Infantry 

2.  13th  CAB  Aircraft  Status  Commending 

3.  Organization  and  Stationing 

4.  Unsatisfactory  Mission  Report, 

VNAF  Flight,  27  April  19o8 


DI STRI  BUTTON 
2-CINC  US/RP/C 
3~CG,  USRV 

2-CG,  1st  Aviation  Brigade 
^-4-CO,  164th  Aviation  Group 
8-S-3  Operational  File 
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AVHCUMrt  1968)  1st  Ini 

SUBJECT i  Operational  RspotVtf  fjth  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  the  period 
Ending  30  April  »6t,  ACS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

Commanding  Offioer,  164th  Aviation  Croup,  APO  Sa/i^Francisco  96215*  28  May  68 

TOt  Cconsndlqg  Oeneael,  let  Aviation  Brigade,  A3TNj  AVBA-C,  APO  96384 

U .  (0)  The  attached  13th  CAB  ORLL  for  the  period  ending  3®  April  68  haa 
been  evaluated  as  required  by  U3ARV  Beg  525-15. 

2.  (U)  The  following  ooianente  on  Section  2.  Lessons  Learned i  Comandtre 

Stasxzsllaau  £fllia&qa  wtaitted.' 

a*  Aft  Cyclic  Restrictions  All  a  via  tore  of  this  command  have  recently 
been  reminded  of  the  aft  cyclic  restriction.  1st  Avh  Bde  has  by  message 
dated  21  May  68,  informed  all  Brigade  Units  of  the  restriction.  KIR  has 
not  been  initiated  by  this  command. 

b.  \<2  lasted  qejJjBgda  ft?  Kmiti  PPBMlifrtlqiM » 

Non  concur  with  the  recommendation.  This  isolated  incident  dees  not  warrant 
a  USAHV  regulation  to  prevent  reoccurrance. 

c.  Fuzing  ayatetf  for  CS  Gas  Barrels i  More  speeifle  reconme  relations 
have  been  submitted  to  USARV  by  seperate  correspondence. 

d.  AH-1G  Recovery  Procedures  t  The  611th  Transportation  Maintenance 
Company  (138;  has  responsibility  in  this  location  for  rigging  the  AH-1G  for 
recovery  operations.  They  are  aware  of  the  problem  and  are  developing  t 
rigging  technique  to  correct  the  situation. 

e.  Modification  to  CH-47B  Ventilation  System:  Lust  being  drawn  into 
the  cockpit  while  hovering  CII-47B  helicopters  is  recognized  ps  a  safety 

hazard.  An  SIR  haa  been  submitted. 

f.  Avionics  Support  i  Concur  with  the  recommendation.  Requisitions  have 
been  submitted  and  proper  follow  up  action  taken.  However,  avionics  repair 
parts  and  floats  continue  to  be  in  short  supply. 

g.  Logistics,  Refueling  System*  Acquisition  and  repair  of  refueling 
systems  continues  to  be  a  major  unresolved  problem.  A  12  point  refueling 
system  has  been  standardised  and  some  have  been  received  within  USARV, 
however,  none  are  currently  available  for  use  at  any  at  the  16  POL  sites 

maintained  by  this  command. 


/4> 

AH*  it  Mqr  194* 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  13th  Caribat  Aviation  Battalion  for  the  Period 
aiding  30  April  196®,  RCS  C3P0R-65  (RT)  (U) 

3.  (u)  ymr  CH-U  Support  *  The  unsatisfactory  nlsslon  report  attached 
ae  lnel  k  to  13th -CAB  ORLL  le  an  Inappropriate  aufaadssion  and  ahoold  be 
disregarded.  Thla  headquarters  hae  been  aeelgned  the  aiesion  of  train¬ 
ing  these  VNAF  helicopter  squadrons  in  almoblle  operations.  Progress 
is  considered  to  be  satiefaetoiy. 


Colonel,  Infantry 
Consunding 
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AVBa-C  (14  ..ay  68)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  he;  or-  of  1'fcU  Combat  Aviation  (GunrM.a.0  ^attalio:. 
for  I  crio  End  mg  3C  April  196£  l.Co  Cm‘'u>.-65  (hi) 

headquarters,  1st  Avaati.«i  brigade,  ,10  96304 

TIItU;  Coi.c ending  General,  United  states  Amy  Vietna..,  AT-..:  AV-sC-bd i, 

ATO  96375 

Conuiander  in  Cldef,  United  Ctttes  Ar/.y  lucific,  .,1V,.:  G  OF-GT, 

AFO  96550 

rCs  Assist;uro  Cl  lief  of  wt  -i  lor  *  orce  ..evolc^  ..ant,  depart  .ent  ol'  the 
Amy,  hasiiington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  (U)  Tils  headquarter  .  has  revieweu  tide  report,  considers  it  tw  oe 
adequate,  and  ca.Curs  v.iti.  ,.he  content;,  as  iidorsc  .  e  .cuL  ..or  the 

fo]  hi  owin,  : 

Fare,  raph  2b(6) ,  pa  o  11.  .  on  ecu  cur.  sufficient  __oat,  rc.  air  parts 

aid  adequately  trains,.  ;  er  soon  el  ai’e  ivaila~-o  for  the  J-54  nd  tie 

AII/.U.C-51.  Mile  there  is  a  s.  oiurge  of  ;!!/.%.*. -8  -nd  _/,-.-;..3  floats, 
tliere  is  on.  icient  float  vailawlo  to  aport  tiwse  sys  o.is  in  view  of 
tacir  Li;  h  decree  of  relj ability.  Adecx  a  repair  pai  ls  anu  trained 
personnel  are  avn.ilr.~le  ia-country.  The  aj//iT..-44-  -is  nu  lender  ueing 
jianufacturea.  It  is  ouiug  re.  laced  \  the  .a./AI  4-72  wbic..  is  ex  ecteu  to 
be  available  in  J  ily  19 6^  .  Adequate  repair  .aits  are  available  in-cou.itry 
for  tlie  Ab/Ai  X-441  s  presently  installs^. 

2.  (a)  ilio  following  .ad  itional  co.ia.wnin.  are  cu.slaered  .  -wruiient: 

a.  Paragraph  2b(5),  ]  ag  e  10.  Thi~  in  ornation  a~  to  tlie  sLpy.es  to  a 
,  rocedure  for  slingloading  an  Aii-hG  was  dxsse.iMiu.ted  to  all  1st  Aviaticn 
brigade  units. 

o.  Farey;raph  2b(6),  pa,e  11.  There  is  a  shortage  of  Mi . — 9 V8/ A Ji  1  —43 
directional  gyroscopes  at  present.  Tins  its...  is  a-.t  rej  aira~ie  in-couuti;, . 
Additiaial  float  ..nst  .e  undo  •  .vail able  to  keo,  aircraft  i.  a  mission 
react  status.  Shoi-o-  e  of  float  and  rep  air  parse  xor  the  Ad/AhC-134  i& 
a  serious  pro  clew  t  rou^nout  tl.e  co..c.u-jui.  It  is  anticl  a-ed  that  auditioual 
float  will  bo  available  in  the  next  few  r.o.iths  allevint.ixq,  tin;  ^robla... 


c.  F  uragraph  2g,  l~t  Inc.  or  cement.  25  boleou  steel  teaks  of  250  barrel 
capacity  have  recently  been  release-  to  the  164ta  Combat  aviauiou  croup. 
Tiese  tanas  will  beuced  to  expand  present  facilities,  increasing  the 
number  of  actual  fueling  points  is  dependent  a;  availability  of  hoses  md 
hardware  vntLcii  continue  to  oe  in  short  supply. 


AVHGC-DST  (15  May  68)  3d  Ind  CPT  Arnold/dls/LBN  44 85 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  13th  Combat  Aviation  (Guardian)  Battalion 
for  Period  Ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFCR-65(R1) 

HEADQUARTERS,  US  ARMY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  13  JUN  I960 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Kray,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT , 

APO  96558 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1968  from  Headquarters, 
13th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  as  indorsed. 

2.  Concur  with  report  as  submitted. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Captain.  AGC 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 

Copy  furnished: 

HQ  13th  Cmbt  Avn  Bn 
HQ  1st  Are  Bde 
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GPOP-DT  (14  May  68)  4th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  13th  Combat  Avn 
(Guardian)  Bn,  for  Period  Ending  30  Apr  68, 

RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  3  JUL 1368 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
Department  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and 
forwarding  indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as 
indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


QMiJUcf- 

cl.  SHorrr 
CfT.  agc 
Aut  AG 


// 

- - 
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13th  C,i£  OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 
QTR  ENDING  30  April  1968 
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FOR  OFFICIAL  OSE  ONLY 

121ST  assault  helicopter  COMPANY  (UH-1) 
13TO  COMBAT  AVIATION  (GUARDIAN)  BATTALION 
APO  96296 
"SOC  TRANG  TIGERS" 


30  April  1968 

SUBJECT:  Unsatisfactory  Mission  Report,  VNAF  Flight,  27  April  1968 


Conran  ding  Officer 

13th  Combat  Aviation  (Guardian)  Battalion 
APO  96215 


1.  The  following  report  is  submitted  on  the  performance  of  the  VNAF  CH-34 
Flight  which  supported  the  121st  Assault  Helicopter  Company  during  Airmobile 
Operations  for  the  21st  ARVN  Division  on  27  April  1968.  This  report  is 
submitted  as  a  constructive  one  to  point  out  major  deficiencies  and  short¬ 
comings  in  the  performance  of  the  VNAF  flight  in  the  hopes  that  as  these 
deficiencies  are  recognized,  positive  steps  can  be  taken  on  the  part  of  the 
VUAF  personnel,  their  advisors  and  the  U.S.  Mission  Cenrander  to  alleviate 
them  and  integrate  the  flight  smoothly  into  joint  airmobile  operations. 

2.  Chronology  and  Specific  Problems: 

a.  Briefing:  On  26  April  1968,  A.A.E.,  IV  Corps  notified  the  121st 
Assault  Helicopter  Cospany  of  their  primary  mission  responsibility  for  air¬ 
mobile  support  for  a  21st  ARVN  Division  Search  and  Destroy  operation  on  27 
April  1968  and  ihcluded  in  the'  assets  were  8  VNAF  CH-34*®*  -  In  pfepar&tion 
for  this  operation,  the  164th  Group  Liaison  Officer  to  the  21st  ARVN  Division 
personally  visited  the  VNAF  squadron  at  Ben  Thuy  and  briefed  the  main  USAF 
advisor  and  the  squadron  personnel  involved.  In  addition  he  provided  the 
squadron  with  two  operational  maps,  one  for  lead  and  one  for  trail,  thich 

is  normal  distribution  for  a  transport  flight. 

b.  Reporting:  At  0700,  27  April  1968,  the  VNAF  flight  reported  to  soc 
Trang  minus  two  aircraft  which  were  delayed  for  maintenance  and  later  joined 
the  flight,  but  did  not  participate  in  the  lifts  because  of  the  time  element 
involved.  Prior  coordination  was  effect sd  with  the  Airfield  Commander,  Soc 
Trang  AAF  and  115/145  tankers  were  standing  by  and  the  VNAF  were  refueled 
promptly  .  In  order  to  provide  adequate  spacing  for  I Z  insertion,  the  order 
oalled  for  the  VNAF  flight  to  take  off  5  minutes  behind  the  UH-1  flight  which 
tea  accomplished . 

c.  Landing  "ones:  The  xirst  flight  of  13  UH-l's  touched  down  in  LZ  1 
under  cover  of  an  on-going  air-strike  at  0806  followed  by  5  CH-34 * a  at  0817* 
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Because  of  mechanical  problems  with  one  UlM.  in  the  L.  and  the  necessity  for 
getting  it  out  of  the  LX  rapidly,  the  mission  commander's  attention  was  diverted 
from  the  VNAF  flight  and  they  ilow  beyond  their  RP  before  turning  inbound 
necessitating  a  more  circuitous  route  to  the  L".  Both  flights  were  directed 
to  return  to  Soc  Trang  and  pick  up  their  next  lifts  and  return  to  the  same 
RP  and  L".  Turn  around  time  was  30  minutes  for  the  UH-l's  and  41  minutes  for 
the  CH-34'e.  Specific  instructions  were:  "From  Soc  Trang,  proceed  direct 
RP4,  from  RP4,  proceed  to  check  point  A-l>  at  A-l,  turn  to  heading  225°  for  a 
descending  left  hand  turn  into  12  1,  located  north  of  objective  4,  contact 
Viking  21  over  check  point  A-l".  The  VNAF  flight  leader  rogered  these  instruct¬ 
ions  and  reported  A-l  and  was  told  he  was  not  yet  in  sight  but  to  take  up 
heading  225°  and  the  guns  would  pick  them  up.  I  Hew  out  to  A-l  to  locate  the 
VNAF  and  the  llight  was  still  not  in  sight.  At  that  time  artillery  had  been 
given  air  clearance  to  fire  from  Al  to  a29  and  an  airstrtke  was  in  progress 
on  a23  from  NW  to  SE  breaking  south.  The  VNAF  had  acknowledged  the  air  clearance. 

I  then  observed  VNAF  flying  over  objective  10  some  five  kilometers  SI  cf  win  ro 
he  should  have  been  ant  had  gone  through  both  the  Gun-Target  line  and  the  flight, 
path  of  the  airstri.es  causing  much  confusion  in  the  process.  The  VNAF  advisor 
in  the  trail  of  the  VNAF  i light  had  called  his  lead  but  to  no  avail.  I  then 
proceeded  to  vector  the  flight  from  objective  10  to  the  L.,  Subsequent  analysis 
of  the  situation  by  following  the  VNAF  on  the  next  flight  and  monitoring  his 
position  at  reporting  point  Al  revealed  that  he  was  some  5  kilometers  east  of 
A-l  when  reporting  it  and  as  a  result  was  completely  off  in  his  approach.  I 
then  proceeded  to  vector  him  for  the  lest  ID  kilometers  to  preclude  a  repeat 
ol  his  previous  ndsorientation.  Detailed  vectoring  can  be  accomplished,  however 
when  lifts  are  going  in  three  to  five  minutes  apart,  neither  the  mission  commando” 
nor  the  guns  should  direct  their  attention  from  the  LZ  insertion  in  progress 
to  pick  up  a  llight  that  far  out.  The  guns  and  CfcC  on  station  must  closely 
monitor  the  cneny  situation  in  and  around  the  LZ  and  insure  that  the  ships 
in  the  most  vulnerable  position  at  the  time  get  their  undivided  attention, 
supervision,  and  support . 

d.  Resupply  Mission: 

(1)  Scheme  of  Maneuver!  The  mission  for  the  day  was  a  two  fold  one, 
a  search  and  destroy  in  one  area  and  reinforcement,  resupply-,  and  medical 
evacuation  for  an  outpost  16  kilometers  to  the  north.  Two  aRVN  battalions  were 
inserted  and  employed  in  the  search  and  destroy  while  the  third  and  last  was 
inserted  to  secure  a  landing  zone  for  the  outpost  operation  to  the  north. 

(2)  Operation: 

(a)  Phase  I:  Following  the  insertion  ol  the  battalion  to  secure 
and  LT.  near  the  outpost,  I  returned  end  coordinated  with  the  Division  liaison 
Officer  on  the  reinforcement  and  resupply. .  Since  8  aircraft  were  required  to 
carry  reinforcements  and  6  were  required  for  resupply,  I  advised  the  liaison 
Officer  to  have  the  UH-l's  carr^  the  reinforcements  since  they  were  being  picked 
up  in  a  field  location  and  coordination  \k>uld  be  difficult  and  h^ve  the  CH-34'3 
carry  the  supplies  since  they  were  to  be  loaded  at  Soc  Trang  and  taken  directly 
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tf'  tili  «J$pOet  XJ»  The  lends  wefti  Itdwned  of  m r  plans  and  the  CB-34's  Mere 
litafeiWftertingly.  Upon  returning  to  the  operational  area  and  surveying  the 
situation,  1  discovered  that  the  security  battalion  mbs  making  extremely  slow 
progreia,  and  had  encountered  light,  resistance,,  it  mbs  doubtful  that  they  would 
reach  the  outpost  and  secure  an  LZ  befor  dark  although  they  had  been  inserted 
between  1100-1200  hours  and  the  diet  an  oe  was  only  4000  meters. 


(bj  Phage  lit  Reeognimtag  the  importance  of  completing  the  mission 
on  27  April,  1  began  to  axauUie  alternate  courses  #f  action.  There  was  a 
large  open  area  to  the  southeast  of  the  outpost  and  I  would  attempt  to 
insert  the  supplies  in  the  Held  lolle wing  a  combat  assault  with  the  8  transports 
of  troop  reinforcements.  The  proximity  Of  the  open  area  to  the  relief  battalion 
would  offer  some  mutual  support.  I  reconnoitered  the  LZ  and  drew  heavy  automatic 
weapons  fire  on  the  O&C  ship  from  the  tree  line  en  the  north  side  of  the  LZ. 

Tjje  gunahipe  were  unable  to  get  within  500  meters  of  the  tree  line  without 
drawing  heavy  fire  and  the  LZ  was  abandoned  to  await  progress  ef  the  relief 
battalion.  I  advised  the  UH-l'a  to  stand  by  at  Soc  Trang  until  I  called  for 
them  later  and  advised  the  VNAF  flight  which  bed  come  airborne  at  1605  with 
the  supplies  to  do  the  same  thing.  1  explained  that  the  area  was  too  hot  and 
we  would  make  the  lifts  later. 


(g)  Phase  111:  At  1700  hours,  the  relief  battalion  was  only  1200  meters 
from  the  outpest  and  I  knew  they  could  not  reach  the  outpost  and  secure  an 
LZ  before  sunset.  I  once  again  looked  for  an  alternative  and  determined 
that  the  relief  battalion  was  In  a  favorable  position  to  support  a  combat 
assault  landing  en  the  east  side  of  "Five  Canals."  I  had  the  gunshipe  make 
a  through  reconnaissance,  visually  and  fay  lire,  and  determined  that  the 
operation  could  be  successful  if  executed  immdiately  in  that  area.  The 
supplies  would  have  to  be  carried  further  from  the  east  side  but  they  could  be 
landed  that  night  and  the  medevnee  could  be  made..  T  ordered  the  UH-l's  air¬ 
borne  and  landed  the  8  slicks  of  reinfercemaita.  It  wow  then  that  I  learned 
that  the  VNaF  had  unloaded  the  supplies  and  WJulxl  not  carry  ««hem.  Tne  UH-l'e 
were  immediately  returned  to  pick  up  the  supplies  at  Soc  Trang  0*4  proceeded 
to  land  the*  in  the  LZ.  Subsequent  investigation  revealed  that  the  »*u^p  flight 
leader  had  told  the  Group  liaison  Officer  (after  he  had  carried  the  supv>tes 
airborne  once)  that  the  VNAF  flight  was  for  airmobile  troop  lift  and  not  ripply . 
This  rebuff  at  a  critical  time  delayed  the  operation  and  tF\e  Liaison  Officer 
conferred  with  the  VNAF  advisor,  Major  Custer,  USAF,  in  order  to  get  support. 
Major  Custer  advised  Captain  Ccnda  that  he  had  consulted  his  higher  headquarters 
at  Ben  Thuy  and  that  this  was  true,  VNAF  wee  not  to  cany  resupplies.  Since 
the  resupply  was  a  critical  part  of  th  -  airmobile  operation,  such  a  position 
severely  limited  ay  capabilities  as  mission  commander  due  to  tho  fact  that 
VNAF  represented  ono-half  of  ny  assets. 

a.  -Extractions  At  1715  hours,  I  returned  to  Soc  Trang  AaF  nnql  conferred 
with  Afejor  General  MLnh  at  the  Division  CP  concerning  the  next  stpp  in  the 
operation.  General  Minh  explained  to  ae  that  all  three  Soc  Trmg  defense 
battalions  had  been  used  on  the  day's  open  tion  and  it  was  essential  to  get 
at  least  one  out  of  the  field  and  into  Soc  Trang  that  night.  Since  the  two 
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battalions  on  the  s<nrch  and  destroy  were  near  Highway  4,  he  could  hi've  then  ^ 
walk  to  the  road  and  be  tracked  in  but  he  was  not  sure  that  they  wouW  toake  it 
in  time  or  that  they  would  not  hit  ener.y  resistance.  It  was  therefor#  essential 
that  I  extract  by  air  the  1st  Bn,  33d  Infantry  from  "Five  Canals"  as  soon  os 
possible,  I  advised  General  Minh  that  I  could  accomplish  this  with  the  assets 
at  hand  (8UlM.'s  and  8  CH-34'a)  as  soon  os  the  troops  lined  up.  As  I  returned 
to  ny  aircraft,  I  noticed  thot  the  VNAF  flight  was  not  on  the  rarap.  I  iranedi- 
ately  asked  the  Pothefinders  where  VNaF  had  gone  one  was  told  they  had  simply 
taken  off.  Tids  cut  available  assets  in  hall  and  I  then  flew  to  the  oper¬ 
ational  area  to  expedite  the  line  up  ol  troops  since  it  was  aponrent  that  I 
would  have  to  extract  400  troops  with  8  UH-l's  coraancinp  at  1903  hours.  I 
requested  a  "Spooky"  flare  ship,  for  thehight  extra  fc^iorr  arid ''•ordered  out  on 
extra  fire  team  to  assist  in  .suppressing  the  hostile  treelines  around  "Five 
Canals".  The  situation  been  ms  more  critical  when  I  was  advised  that  "Spooky" 
was  encountering  mechanical  difficulty  and  would  not  arrive  on  station  until 
one  hour  after  sunset.  In  order  to  expedite  the  extraction  and  have  the  troops 
and  aircraft  out  of  the  PZ  before  the  VC  were  able  to  move  into  the  surrounding 
treelines  or  bring  mortars  to  bear,  I  departed  from  established  practice  and 
utilized  every  available  aircraft  jn  the  area  for  tne  tactical  extraction 
including  the  covering  "Dust-Ol’f",  the  covering  maintenance  aircraft,  the  Senior 
Advisor's  aircraft  standing  b.,  to  return  General  Minh  to  Bac  Lieu,  and  one 
CH-47.  it  so  doing,  the  extractions  were  complete  at  1954  hours.  On  the 
final  extraction,  the  transports  began  to  draw  automatic  weapons  fire  into  and 
out  of  the  LZ.  Had  another  lift  been  required,  it  is  anticipated  thot  the 
intensity  of  the  fire  would  have  increased  because  of  the  cover  provided  by 
darkness.  Had  the  VNaF  CH-34's  been  available,  the  lifts  would  probably  have 
been  completed  before  LENT  and  without  the  undue  risk  of  inserting  a  CH-47  into 
a  tactical  PI  after  sunset  and  the  commitment  of  all  overhead  covering-assets 
(Dust-Off  and  maintenance  recovery)  to  troop  lifts.  Based  on  the  urgency  of 
the  situation  as  expressed  to  me  by  the  CC,  21st  Division  and  in  view  of  the 
situation  and  the  hostile  terrain,  I  accepted  the  risks  to  complete  the  mission 
at  hand  In  the  rinii.um  time  before  the  VC  could  fully  react  to  our  ectionE. 

3,  Analysis  of  the  VNaF  Problems: 

a.  Landing  '.ones:  The  VIIAF  flight  leader  was  not  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  operational  moo  although  it  had  been  provided  well  ii  advance.  He  aoknov,iec 
explicit  instructions  when  in  fact  he  was  either  r.d30rientod  or  dio  not  understa  .  - 
the  instructions.  Further,  he  acknowledged  air  clearance  on  artillery  fire  and 
airstrikes,  then  proceeded  to  fly  through,  them  endangering  his  flight  and  all 
personnel  on  board. 

b.  Resupply  Mission:  This  is  a  recurring  one  and  the  VliMF  as  well  as  theii 
MACV  Advisors  seem  to  be  somewhat  confused  as  to  what  constitutes  combat  resupply 
during  an  airmobile  operation  and  administrative  resupply*  Quite  frequently, 
resupply  itself  may  be  the  basic  mission  for  onairmobilc  ossualt  and  during  the 
conduct  of  an  operation,  the  flight  must  bo  willing  to  accept  the  missions  and 
judgements  of  the  mission  commander  in  these  matters. 

c.  Extraction:  Combat  operations,  especially  ground  operations,  cannot 
always  be  run  on  an  explicit  time  taLle  once  the  ground  element  is  conr.itted  henc* 
the  supporting  airmobile  unit  itself  must  adjust  to  the  terrain,  weather,  eneny 
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situation  and  schedule  of  the  ground  unit*  Night  extractions  are  a  part  of  this 
suflftoft  and  the  capability  mbit  fee  present.  It  has  been  stated  on  occasion 
that  the  VNAF  do  not  fly  at  n£$flt,  however  this  has  not  always  been  the  case. 

Only  two  weeks  prior  to  this  during  an  operation  at  Ca  Mau,  the  VNaF  flight  assist¬ 
ed  inraeasurably  by  transporting  seven  loads  of  personnel  from  Ca  Mau  to  Bac 
lieu  well  after  dark.  Further,  the  extractions  ofi  37  April  would  have  been 
completed  before  total  darkness  hod  the  VNAF  not —leased  tires® elves  to  their 
home  station.  On  airmobile  operations  in  ths  IV  CT2,  assets  are-  normally 
assigned  to  the  mission  commander  until  mission  completion  which  is  determined 
Jointly  by  the  mission  commander  and  the  senior  ground  unit  oomraander/ sehior 
advisor.  In  this  case  no  one  associated  with  the  operation  had  released  the 
VNAF  nor  was  I  advised  that  they  were  to  be  rel/eased  prior  to  the  conpletion 
of  the  days  mission. 

4*  Corrective  Action  Taken: 

a.  Following  the  initial  insertions  of  the  morning,  I  discussed  the 
VNAF  problems  with  the  USAF  advisor,  Krjor  Custer,  and  recommended  that  he 
ride  in  the  lead  aircraft  with  the  VNAF  flight  leader  instead  of  riding  in 
the  trail  aircraft.  In  this  position,  he  can  clarify  instructions,  assist 
in  detailed  navigation,  and  influence  the  actions  of  the  flight  both  from  an 
operational  and  safety  point  of  view.  Major  Custer  later  advised  me  that  he 
had  tried  to  move  into  the  lead  ship  but  the  flight  lead  had  said  he  should 
continue  to  ride  in  the  trail. 

b.  It  was  inpossible  to  discuss  the  refusal  to  carry  supplies  or  the 
unauthorised  early  release  with  the  flight  lead  because  of  his  absence.  As 
mission  commander,  I  am  required  to  debrief  the  VNAF  flight  leader  on  his 
performance  rt  the  end  of  the  mission*  This  was  not  oonplete  until  vj  return 
to  3oc  Trang  at  2100  hours  and  the  VNAF  had  departed  at  1730. 

j  *  • 

c.  A  brief  summary,  report  on  VNAF  support l was  submitted. to  A. A. I.  at, 

2300  hours,  27  April  1968  and  the  problems  were  discussed  with  the  Battalion 
Cor— >  ruler,  13th  Aviation  Battalion  the  same  evening. 

5.  Recommendations: 

a.  USAF  or  US  Arny  advisor  should  ride  in  the  lead  ship  with  the  VNAF 
flight  leader. 

b.  VNAF  flight  leader  should  study  the  operational  map  in  more  detail  and 
plan  his  approaches  on  the  map  as  the  instructions  are  given  him  over  the 
radio.  Mission  Commanders  and  gun  skips  must  give  the  VNAF  more  - explicit 
briefings  and  instructions  to  include  Sectors  as  necessary. 

c.  VNaF  flights  should  be  responsive  t#  the  missions  assigned  by  the 
mission  commander  whether  they  are  troop  transport,  resupply  or  medevacs. 

The  mission  commander  is  charged  with  utilization  of  the  assigned  assets  to 
support  the  mission  of  the  ground  commander  and  all  assigned  assets  are  some¬ 
times  necessary  to  accomplish  this  mission. 
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d*  VNAF  assets  when  assigned  should  comoly  with  the  sane  schedule  as 
required  of  the  UH-1  assets  since  the  ground  commander  asks  for  assets  by 
number  of  transports  and  does  not  differentiate  between  VNAF  and  UH-l's, 
hence  the  mission  commander  mst  be  able  to  fully  rely  on  all  assets  being 
at  the  appointed  time  and  place  for  the  duration  of  the  mission. 

6.  Summary: 

a.  The  overall  performance  of  the  VNAF  flight  on  27  April  1968  was 
totally  unsatisfactory  and  was  not  indicative  of  their  usual  performance 
which  has  shown  distinct  improvements  since  January  1968  viien  they  first 
joined  in  the  airmobile  effort.  It  is  considered  that  nuch  of  the  difficulty 
during  this  mission  can  be  attributed  directly  to  the  VNAF  flight  leader. 

The  VNAF  squadron  must  give  extremely  careful  attention  to  whom  they  select 
os  flight  leaders  especially  during  this  developmental  period. 

b.  Extreme  caution  must  be  exercised  at  this  point  to  insure  that  the 
VNAF  does  not  develop  the  philosophy  that  they  are  the  masters  of  the  oper¬ 
ation  since  in  the  end,  their  assets  are  merely,  the  tools  which  the  ground 
commander  will  use  to  accomplish  his  mission.  They  must  allow  the  ground 
comneander  to  set  the  time  and  describe  the  mission,  then  utilize  their  exper¬ 
tise  and  assets  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  same.  In  Try  view,  this  is  not 
their  attitude  now  am  they  mst  be  imbued  with  a  greater  spirit  of  support 
for  the  ground  troops  which  in  itself  would  lead  them  to  greater  efficiency 
and  proficiency  in  their  c'ail^  operations. 


/s/Carl  H.  McNair  Jr. 
A  TRUE  COPY  /t/C  \RL  H .  McN Al  R  J R. 

Major,  Infantry 

/  ,  ",  Commanding 

i  Os 

pocTer  k.  Paquette 

Major,  Artillery 
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